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opportunity. Appeals for pity were frequent; and sometimes
the accused would parade his children in rags and claim
indulgence on the score of domestic responsibilities. The
jurymen were clearly susceptible to such emotional appeals.
They expressed their feelings by shouts, stamping, and groans.
Sometimes speakers were forced to protest against the frequent
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FIG. 16. JUROR'S TICKET AND OBOL
The ticket is inscribed with the juror's name, Epicrates, and his 'deme* or
parish, Skabo.  He would receive as his day's pay three tiny silver obols of
which front and back is here shown
interruptions. Nevertheless, verdicts would seem to have been
tolerably fair. Juries may have had little accurate knowledge of
the niceties of law; but they were shrewd judges of their neigh-
bour's character and could distinguish the honest man from the
knave. We know that the Athenian courts were famous for the
high standard of justice.
The voting was by ballot. Each juror was provided with a
mussel-shell which at the close of the trial he placed in one or
other of two jars, for condemnation or acquittal. If the penalty
was not defined by statute, conviction was followed by a second
vote on the nature of the sentence. Either side could propose a
penalty. The jury then decided between their suggestions by
a second vote.
The penalties under Athenian law varied between fines,